
The Black Death
The Bubonic Plague during the Middle Ages
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“The flea... regurgitates the 
blood from the rat into the 

human, infecting the human. The 
rat dies. The human dies. The flea 

lives a long and happy life. 
Nature has a morbid sense of 

humor. “
Dr. E.L. Knox, Boise State University
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The Black Death

• In 1347, traders arrive in Italy carrying the 
bubonic plague from China

• The disease was carried by fleas on black 
rats

• Once bitten, disease could pass from person 
to person

• By 1348, the disease had spread across 
Europe to England
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The Black Death

• Where there is garbage there are rats

• People did not bathe or clean their clothes

• People shared a bed with many others

• 2/3rds of those who got the disease died

• Over a 5 year period, 1/3rd of Europe died

• Estimates are between 25 and 33 million 
people

Tuesday, December 6, 11



Tuesday, December 6, 11



Tuesday, December 6, 11



The Disease

Tuesday, December 6, 11



The Disease

• Swollen glands in neck, armpit, and groin

Tuesday, December 6, 11



The Disease

• Swollen glands in neck, armpit, and groin

• Flea bites were red, then purple, then black, 
hence the name The Black Death

Tuesday, December 6, 11



The Disease

• Swollen glands in neck, armpit, and groin

• Flea bites were red, then purple, then black, 
hence the name The Black Death

• Most victims died 4 to 7 days after infection

Tuesday, December 6, 11



The Disease

• Swollen glands in neck, armpit, and groin

• Flea bites were red, then purple, then black, 
hence the name The Black Death

• Most victims died 4 to 7 days after infection

• Fever, headaches, vomiting, nausea
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The After Effects

• Before the plague Europe was 
overpopulated, underfed, and underpaid

• After the plague there was food and work 
for everyone and life improved for those 
who survived

• People lost faith in the Church and God

• People wanted someone to blame, 
sometimes persecuted the Jews
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Writing prompt
Imagine you are living during the Middle Ages and the 

Black Death has arrived in your village. Write a letter to a 
friend in another town telling them about this terrible 

plague. How does it affect people, how is it spread, what 
is the reaction of the community, and how do you feel 

about it?

• Three paragraphs, Intro, Body, and Conclusion.

• Proper punctuation, spelling and grammar.

• Use descriptive words.
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